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  March 24, 2020 

Tuesday – Fourth Week of Lent 
 

Dear fellow parishioners, 
 

  How do you serve as a pastor during a pandemic? I am learning. Our theme for Lent is, 
“Steadfast: Growing as a Resolute Christian.” I selected it because I belong to a parish of resolute 
Christians! Lent is a time for growth. Trusting in God’s steadfast love and mercy, we can remain 
steadfast in practicing our faith. We certainly need to do that now. 
 

  I have reached out to our parish via our website (www.holyfamilyrandallstown.org), Flocknote 
email (hfr.flocknote.com), and Facebook (www.facebook.com/HFCRandallstown). Now I am reaching 
out via this letter. The staff and I are trying to find ways to provide the best pastoral care that we 
can during this pandemic. 
 

  Holy Mass and devotions are being livestreamed on Facebook. You do not need a Facebook 
account to access it. The schedule is on a separate attachment.  www.facebook.com/HFCRandallstown  
 

  Due to the Governor’s recent Executive Order, and Archdiocesan directives to comply with it, 
the Parish Office is not open. However, you can reach me or any staff member via phone or 
email. Contact information is on the other side of this letter. I ask for patience as we strive to stay 
connected with you. See the attachment for the hours in which the church will be open for 
private prayer and confession hours. 
 

  If you need to set an appointment with me for a phone conference, do not hesitate to call or 
send an email. However, I cannot hear confessions over the telephone. If someone is dying and needs 
the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick, please call our Answering Service (410-879-2831). 
 

  This crisis has affected our finances. Generally, the average Sunday offering is about $7,000. 
Last Sunday, we received $1,000+. I understand that your financial circumstances may have changed. I 
invite you to join me in continuing to give weekly to the offertory. We are reducing our expenses 
where we can.  However, we must pay for new expenses as we reach out to you via mail, phone 
conferencing, and video conferencing. Stay informed via our website and Flocknote about 
opportunities to connect. 
 

  Please see the attachment that may answer your questions about parish life during this 
time. Join me in offering the Parish Prayer During a Pandemic, which is on the back of this 
letter. Do not lose heart. Trust in God’s steadfast love and mercy. Reach out to one another via phone 
and text. We will emerge victorious over this trial. 
 

  Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
 
  Reverend Raymond Harris 
  Pastor 



STAFF CONTACTS 
 

Father Raymond Harris 
Pastor 

410-922-3800, ext. 6 
rharris@archbalt.org 

 
Mrs. JoAnn Harvan-Chin 

Director of Faith Formation 
410-922-3800, ext. 5 

joann.harvan@archbalt.org 

Mr. Dennis Kast 
Business & Facilities Manager 

410-922-3800, ext. 7 
dkast@archbalt.org 

 
Mrs. Kerry Topel 
Parish Secretary 

410-922-3800, ext. 4 
kerry.topel@archbalt.org 

 

PARISH PRAYER DURING A PANDEMIC 
composed by Father Raymond Harris 

 

Create a clean heart in us, O God. Renew a steadfast spirit within us. Help us to 
remain resolute in practicing our faith. 
 

We offer the sacrifice of the suspension of public Holy Mass. We unite 
ourselves with priests and bishops who are offering Holy Mass daily. Help us to 
worship you by continuing to receive your gifts of faith, hope, and love. 
 

We thank you for your steadfast love and mercy. You are never distant from us. 
 

You call us to be signs of your love and mercy to others. Help us to love our 
neighbors through social distancing and to find ways to prevent social 
isolation. 
 

We pray for those who are suffering and for those who are directly engaged in 
alleviating suffering.  
 

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
Saint Joseph, pray for us. 



 

PASTORAL CONSIDERATIONS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 
 

With the widespread flu outbreak in Maryland and the widening impact of the coronavirus in our nation and world, please 
take this matter seriously. We must not panic but we must be prudent. Prudence involves accepting reality and making 
any necessary changes for the protection of all. This is an expression of loving our neighbor. Please go to reputable 
sources of information, including our local civil authorities and the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Join in prayer for all affected: those who are ill and their families and caregivers; first responders, healthcare 
professionals, and medical researchers; and government officials. 
 

1.   REMAIN STEADFAST IN THE PRACTICE OF YOUR FAITH 
 

Our Lenten theme is, “Steadfast: Growing as a Resolute Christian.” Let us pray for each other as we continue to be 
steadfast, growing as resolute Christians. We trust in God's steadfast love and mercy during every circumstance. 
 

2.  WHY ARE WE DOING THESE ACTIONS? 
 

To comply with civic orders and Archdiocese of Baltimore directives. Our nation is attempting to slow the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus, which is 10 times as lethal as the flu. We want to lessen human suffering and the burden on the health 
care system. 
 

3.  ALL EVENTS ARE CANCELLED 
 

The Parish Staff is exploring ways to have meetings and faith formation activities via telephone and video conferencing. 
 

4.  PARISH OFFICE IS CLOSED BUT YOU CAN REACH THE STAFF 
 

Per the Governor's Executive Order and Archdiocese of Baltimore directives, it is closed until further notice. You can reach 
a staff member by phone or email.  
 

5.  APPOINTMENTS WITH THE PASTOR 
 

Call Father Harris (410-922-3800, ext. 6) or you can send an email (rharris@archbalt.org) to arrange to meet over the 
phone. Confessions cannot be heard via telephone. See the  Confessions schedule below. 
 

6.  PASTORAL EMERGENCIES 
 

Father Angel and Father Harris will attempt to respond to calls for anointing when someone is dying. Call the Answering 
Service (410-879-2831). 
 

7.  LIVE-STREAM OF HOLY MASS & DEVOTIONS (visit www.facebook.com/HFCRandallstown) 
 

Archbishop Lori has suspended the public celebration of Holy Mass until further notice. Father Angel and Father Harris are 
fulfilling Mass intentions on our parish calendar during our private Masses. Private Masses are not open to the public. We 
are live-streaming Holy Mass. You do not need a Facebook account to view it. 

Sunday 
Holy Mass at 10 AM 

 
 

Monday – Saturday 
Rosary at 8 AM 

Holy Mass at 8:30 AM 

Friday 
Stations of the Cross at 7 PM 

8.  GIVING – SUNDAY OFFERTORY 
 

Our parish still has bills to pay. With the understanding that your financial situation may be changing now, please join 
Father Harris in doing what you can to continue with your regular offertory giving. Checks are made payable to “Holy 
Family Church” 
 

• Electronically: Learn how to use Give Central (www.holyfamilyrandallstown.org/give) 
 

• Via your bank: Please send your check to “Holy Family Church, 9531 Liberty Road, Randallstown, MD 21133” 
 

• Mail: Send your offertory envelope or check to: Holy Family Church, 9531 Liberty Road, Randallstown, MD 21133 
 

Please turn this page over. 



 

9.  CHURCH OPEN FOR PRAYER 
 

Monday – Friday 
9:15 AM – Noon 

Thursday 
6 PM – 8 PM 

Saturday 
2 PM – 4 PM 

 

If you are sick or suspect that you have a contagious illness, please do not come to the church. Personal prayer only. 
Maintain the social distance of being at least 6 feet from another person. No vocal prayer, either as individuals or as a 
group. Only 10 people may be in the church and the narthex at any time per the Governor’s Executive Order and 
Archdiocese of Baltimore directives, based on the federal Centers for Disease Control & Prevention guidelines.  
 

10.  CONFESSION SCHEDULE 
 

Thursday 
9:15 AM – 10 AM 

Thursday 
6:30 PM – 7:30 PM 

Saturday 
3 PM – 3:45 PM 

 

If you are sick or suspect that you have a contagious illness, please do not come to the church. The Reconciliation Rooms 
are arranged according to social distancing guidelines. For the sake of everyone’s health, this is not an extended pastoral 
counseling session. Only 10 people may be in the church & the narthex at any time per the Governor’s Executive Order 
and Archdiocese of Baltimore directives, based on the federal Centers for Disease Control & Prevention guidelines.  
 

11.  FUNERALS 
 

They may be scheduled. Per the Governor’s Executive Order and Archdiocese of Baltimore directives, based on the federal 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention guidelines, only 10 people can be in attendance, which includes clergy, organist, 
and cantor. 
 

11.  VISITING HOMES 
 

Per Archdiocese of Baltimore directive, we cannot visit homes at this time. This is to protect the homebound. Some of us 
may be carrying a virus even if we do not have symptoms. 
 

12  VISITING HOSPITALS 
 

Some hospitals are prohibiting non-emergent visits currently. The priests would have to check the hospital. 
 

13.  BAPTISMS 
 

They may be scheduled. Per the Governor’s Executive Order and Archdiocese of Baltimore directives, based on the federal 
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention guidelines, only 10 people can be in attendance, which includes clergy, parents, 
godparents, and the baby.  
 

14.  MASS INTENTIONS 
 

We are not receiving new Mass intentions until further notice. Hence, Mass Cards are not available. 
 

15.  SCHOOL OF RELIGION 
 

Mrs. JoAnn Harvan-Chin is in communication with our families regarding faith formation and sacramental preparation for 
our children and youth. 
 

16.  NOTIFYING THE PARISH ABOUT CORONAVIRUS TESTING 
 

If you have visited our parish campus, and later learn that you may have been exposed to someone with the COVID-19 
virus, please contact the Parish Office so that we can pray for you. We ask that you keep the Parish Office informed 
throughout your self-quarantine. Confidentiality will be respected by the Parish Staff. 
 

The same protocol applies if you have tested positive for the COVID-19 virus. Please contact the Parish Office so that we 
can pray for you. Confidentiality will be respected by the Parish Staff. 
 

Please consider this as a moral obligation to love your neighbor. 
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