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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY GREETING BEFORE THE HOMLY 
 

Before the homily, I wish a blessed Mother’s  Day to any woman who receives this greeting! I pray 
that all mothers—whether by blood, through adoption, or spiritual bonds—will continue to rejoice 
in the blessings of God. In addition, I am praying for those who are grieving after suffering the death 
of a mother or a child. I hope that your remembrance of the blessings that you have received from 
them will be a source of consolation for you. I am praying for those who are longing to have a child. 
I am also praying that those mothers and children who are estranged from one another will be 
reconciled. May the peace of God be with you. 
 

OUR HOPE IN CHRIST DURING TROBULING CIRCUMSTANCES 
 

It Is Mother’s Day in the United States and other nations. In the universal Church, it Is the Fifth 
Sunday of Easter. The Gospel reading begins with this verse: “Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not let 
your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me’” (John 14:1). Being consumed 
with worry, anxiety, and stress will cause physical and psychological problems. There are plenty 
of things in life that can unsettle us.  
 

THE TROBULING CIRCUMSTANCE OF THE PANDEMIC 
 

As we complete eight weeks of quarantine, the pandemic wears on and people are wearing out. 
However, we must match the resolve of those who are providing safety, medical care, and other 
necessary services at great risk to themselves and their families.  
 

There is evidence of a lessening of the COVID-19 outbreak in some areas of the nation. There is 
also evidence of increasing cases. That may be partially due to the increasing availability of testing.  
 

This virus has reached the West Wing of the White House as two officials have tested positive. Now 
three members of the Presidential Task Force are on self-quarantine as a result: the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention Director, the Commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration, 
and the Director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 1  
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In Baltimore County, among the zip code areas which have the highest cases are communities in 
which our parishioners reside: Randallstown, Owings Mills, Pikesville, and Windsor Mill.2  This is 
a highly contagious virus. While we do not need to panic, we must be prudent. While there is a 
longing to reopen our churches, we must be cautious. We will never arrive at a completely risk-
free environment, but we cannot be foolish due to short attention spans.  
 

Several days ago, Archbishop Lori gave an update on plans for reopening. He wrote about sharing 
the longing of many in the Archdiocese of Baltimore to return to our parishes and the sacraments. 
He wrote that the gradual reopening “… plan will place the safety of everyone in our community at 
the forefront of everything we do.”3 The implementation of this plan at Holy Family Church will 
have the same goal. When the first phase of reopening has begun, I plead with you to follow my 
instructions so that we can proceed without complication. No one has the right to endanger the lives 
of others, even under the pretext of spiritual reasons. To ignore the precautions is a violation of the 
commandment to love of neighbor.  
 

THE TROBULING CIRCUMSTANCE OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
 

Due to the pandemic, the national unemployment rate is at 14.7% with more than 20 million jobs 
lost in April.4 While many reported that they expect to get their jobs back once the phases of 
reopening begin, it does not put food on the table or pay the bills now. I urge you to help with our 
Food Pantry collections on Monday and Wednesday of this week. The details will be announced at 
the end of this Holy Mass. 
 

THE TROBULING CIRCUMSTANCE OF RACISM  
 

Then this nation needs a sustained examination of conscience so that we will confronts and correct 
the conditions in which African Americans are looked upon with suspicion while engaged in the 
ordinary activities of life.5 Incidents in Georgia, North Carolina, and elsewhere are reminders that 
it cannot be ignored.6 
 

In the First Reading, the Church deal with an ethnic conflict between Hellenists and Hebrews. The 
Church confronted the issue and corrected it (cf. Acts 6:1-7). It is a lesson for our nation. 
 

HOPE ACCEPTS THE REALITY OF TROUBLE & THAT JESUS HELPS US TO OVERCOME THEM 
 

There are many reasons to be consumed with worry, anxiety, and stress. Now that I have increased 
them for you, join me in going to the One who can lower them – the Lord Jesus Christ. Through 
Holy Baptism, we are victorious because we are risen with Christ!  
 

In the Gospel Reading, the Apostles are worried, anxious, and stressed out. Jesus had just exposed 
the betrayal of Judas. He had just left the Last Supper to set his plan in motion with the religious 
and civic authorities (cf. John 13:21-30). Jesus also predicted that the leader of the Apostles, Peter, 
would deny Him three times (cf. John 13:36-38). This is the context in which Jesus says, “‘Do not 
let your hearts be troubled. You have faith in God; have faith also in me’” (John 14:1). 
 

The virtues of faith and hope are necessarily related. Faith enables us to believe in God, accepting 
what He has revealed through His Church since God is truth.7  Hope enables us to trust that God’s 
promises will be fulfilled in our lives as we cooperate with His providence.8  
Jesus told the Apostles that they must not become unsettled during a troubling situation. He was 
not teaching them to deny its reality. After explaining the significance of washing their feet, the 
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Gospel of John states that, “Jesus was deeply troubled and testified, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, one 
of you will betray me’” (John 13:21). 
 
What the Lord is talking about in today’s Gospel Reading is that we must not remain in a “troubled” 
state of mind. During the “Sermon on the Mount,” Jesus taught, “‘Can any of you by worrying add a 
single moment to your life-span?’ . . . ‘But seek first the kingdom [of God] and his righteousness, 
and all these things will be given you besides’” (Matthew 6:27, 33). 
 

Remaining resolute in practicing the virtue of hope does not deny the reality of troubling 
situations. It creates the disposition from which we will deal with these situations. We continue to 
entrust our lives to God, who loves us more than we can imagine. Therefore, God is working all 
situations out for our good in His time and in His way (cf. Romans 8:28).  
 

The Lord shows His solidarity with the human family as we deal with the greatest troubles of sin 
and death. He has provided a way to overcome them (cf. John 14:2-4). He is providing a way to 
overcome all our troubles now. But we must be patient in following His way in a step-by-step 
process. We advance along this way by accepting the truth that He reveals, even if the positive 
results of doing so are not immediate (cf. John 14:6; Hebrews 10:36). 
 

Notice that even as Jesus tells the Apostles to walk in His way and to believe in the truth that He 
reveals, their troubles would increase. During the Passion Narrative according to the Gospel of 
John, the troubles increased, but they did not prevail! It is easy to trust in the Lord’s promises when 
life seems to be going well. We must encourage each other to trust that the Lord will fulfil His 
promises when life becomes difficult. Let the words from the Responsorial Psalm encourage us 
today: “See, the eyes of the LORD are upon those who fear him, upon those who hope for his 
kindness, to deliver them from death and preserve them in spite of famine” (Psalm 33:18-19). 
 

MARY IS OUR MODEL OF PLACING HOPE IN GOD 
 

Today, we observe our annual May Crowning of the image of the Blessed Mother in our Holy Family 
Shrine. To those who are not Catholic and watching this live-stream, I welcome you. I am very 
happy that you are worshipping with us. When Catholics honor Mary, we are saying what her 
cousin Elizabeth said in the first chapter of the Gospel of Luke. Mary is blessed among women. She 
is the mother of our Lord.  She believed that what was spoken to her by the Lord would be fulfilled 
(cf. Luke 1:42-45). 
 

When her role in God’s saving plan was revealed to Mary, she said, “‘Behold, I am the handmaid of 
the Lord.  May it be done to me according to your word’” (Luke 1:38). This was not the statement 
of a person who was resigned to her fate.  This was a statement of resolve that carried her through 
the journey to Bethlehem, the journey to Egypt under persecution, the journey to Nazareth to 
establish a home, the journey of family life, the journey of Her Son’s mnistry, the journey of Her 
Son’s crucifixion and death, and the journey to Her Son’s Resurrection.  
 

Mary is never worshipped by Catholics. She serves as the primary witness about remaining 
resolute in our hope. We ask her to intercede for us at the throne of grace that our resolve will 
never be shaken. 
 

Reverend Raymond Lee Harris, Jr., Holy Family Church, 9531 Liberty Road, Randallstown, Maryland 21133. All rights 
reserved, 2020. 
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