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Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 36-43  +  Psalm 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23 
Colossians 3:1-4  +  Matthew 28:1-10 

 

 
RISEN WITH CHRIST 
 
Celebrating the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ is also a celebration of the victory that He 
shares with us. Through Holy Baptism,  we are risen with Christ (cf. Romans 6:4)! That is why we 
renew our baptismal promises on Easter.   
 
Our baptism into Christ is not only a moment in our past. It is an ongoing reality of cooperating 
with the life and love of God dwelling within us (Catechism of the Catholic Church [hereafter, 
Catechism] ##1272-1274). Saint Paul taught in his Letter to the Romans that as Christ died for sins, 
so we are to die to sin. Christ is risen from the dead, so we are to rise to praise God in our thoughts, 
words, and actions (cf. Romans 6:10-11).   
 
This pandemic has given us much time to think. Hopefully our thoughts have not been consumed 
with anxiety. It is understandable to be anxious, but we cannot stay there. This sudden and 
sustained change in our daily routine has deepened our appreciation about what is important in 
life. While we are not gathered in this church building this Easter, many are watching and 
worshipping during live-stream.  
 
Acknowledging what is important in life, we accept that beloved children of God who have eternal 
significance. God created us. God invites us to share life and love with Him eternally. Whether our 
destiny is fulfilled will depend on our choices and conduct. And if we did not know it before, we 
know now that our decisions also have an impact upon others, whether for good or for ill.   
 
As we remember what is important in life, our gratitude for anyone and anything that we may have 
taken for granted has grown. We thank God for these blessings. In addition, we have discovered 
that some things must change so that we will not forget these lessons after this pandemic. 
 
If the most important thing is that we are beloved children of God who have eternal significance, 
then conversion from our sins is not a burdensome undertaking. It is a joy to realize that God has 
never given up on us! Conversion is a process of turning away from sin and being faithful to the 
teaching of Christ given to us through His Church.  
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At the core of this teaching is  that God decided to share in our humanity because God refused to 
abandon us to sin and death. God did not come to condemn us but to heal us, to forgive us of our 
sins, and invite us to accept a framework for living that will help us to live authentically human 
lives (cf. John 3:16). The Gospel reading shows us how.  
 
RECEIVE THE WORD OF GOD 
 
First, we continue to receive the Word of God and live according to it. After the women approached 
the empty tomb, the angels shared the good news.  “‘Do not be afraid!  I know that you are seeking 
Jesus the crucified. He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said’” (Matthew 28:6-7). 
 
The women had listened to Jesus’ teaching. They had remained with Him through His suffering and 
death. Like the other disciples (except for the Blessed Mother), they  had forgotten another part of 
Jesus’ teaching that would provide them hope as they grieved (cf. Matthew 16:21; 17:22–23; 
20:17–19). The light of divine life has not and will never be extinguished (cf. John 1:1-5).   
 
RENDER WORSHIP TO GOD 
 
Receiving the Word of God will lead to rendering worship to God.  After the women heard the 
angelic message, they were “fearful yet overjoyed” (Matthew 28:8). As they walked in faith toward 
Galilee, they saw Jesus and worshipped Him. “They approached, embraced His feet, and did Him 
homage” (Matthew 28:9). 
 
During these difficulties, I know that many of you are suffering due to the temporary limitation of 
access to the sacraments. I am suffering with you. But it has been necessary to limit the gathering 
of crowds and the spread of COVID-19. 
 
God uses these tangible signs to assure us that He is with us. The grace of God is given. We receive 
God with great expectation.  
 
The sacraments are very important gifts from Christ, who entrusted them to His Church. However, 
the help that Christ provides is not limited to the sacraments (Catechism ##1257, 1996-2005). 
Trust that the grace of God has not been suspended. Continue to worship God through personal 
prayer and praying with others. Continue to worship God by practicing your faith. 
 
We are nourished by the ongoing reality that we have been baptized into Christ. The love of God is 
continually poured into our lives (cf. Romans 5:5)! Nourished with divine life, we don’t have to give 
into any fears about life’s uncertainties.  Worship strengthens our certainty that God is always with 
us.  
 
When the time comes when we can worship during Holy Mass in person again, may we have a 
greater appreciation of what God has given to us.  By saying, “we,” I mean clergy and laity. Holy 
Mass is not just an obligation to fulfill but an opportunity to thank God for providing us with favor 
after favor after favor. We can never thank the Lord Jesus enough for the gift of salvation. 
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RESPOND BY WITNESSING TO GOD 
 
The women were walking in faith towards Galilee. They were filled with a joy that came from 
receiving the Word of God and rendering worship to God. No one could take this joy away from 
them. It strengthened their resolve to be witnesses to God. 
 
The theme of this Holy Week was, “Steadfast Joy: Having Confidence in Christ.” It is not because 
you do not have it. I wanted us not to lose it. I am grateful for the many ways that you have been 
giving witness to the goodness of God during this difficult time. Your faith has encouraged me.  It 
reminds us that to be a Christian is to be a member of the Church.  Christ has called us to follow 
Him within the context community.   
 
While we must be physically distant for a period, we are spiritually united always! Nothing can 
prevent us from encouraging one another that the trials of this life will not have the last word (cf. 
1 Thessalonians 5:8-10). Through Christ, we will emerge victorious within this time and for 
eternity. 
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