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FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT 
 

From the Acts of the Apostles, the words of those who had seen the effects of the first 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Church:  “‘… yet we hear them speaking in our own 
tongues of the mighty acts of God’” (Acts 2:11). 
 

The Solemnity of Pentecost marks the end of the liturgical season of Easter. But this 
celebration is a reminder about the continuous outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Church to proclaim the Gospel of Christ and to build His Church. Even during a pandemic. 
 

Our parish theme during the Easter season has been, “Victorious: We are Risen with Christ.” 
God has given us what we need to fulfill our purpose in the world. Through Holy Baptism, 
we are being immersed into God’s life. We are being identified with our Lord Jesus Christ 
and how He is saving us from sin and death. We are being incorporated into His Church.1 
 

Through Holy Baptism, we have also been given the gifts of faith, hope, and love. In our 
Parish Prayer During a Pandemic, we pray that our cooperation with God will strengthen 
our faith in God, our hope in His promises, and our love for His will.2 
 

The first Christian Pentecost happened on the day in which the Jewish people were 
celebrating Pentecost. This festival occurred fifty days after Passover (cf. Deuteronomy 
16:9-12).  Originally it was a harvest festival to thank God for the produce of the land (cf. 
Exodus 34:22).  Eventually it became a festival to thank God for the revelation of the Ten 
Commandments to Moses.  Those who were able were expected to come to Jerusalem to 
celebrate (cf. Exodus 34:23). According to the First Reading, there were Jews and God-
fearing Gentiles from North Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and Southern Europe (Acts 2:7-
11).  Christianity emerged out of Judaism, and so the first disciples of Jesus were there too. 
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PROCLAIM THE MIGHTY ACTS OF GOD 
 

On the first Christian Pentecost, the outpouring of the Holy Spirit transformed disciples of 
the Lord who had been locked up in a room and afraid. Now they were filled with a joy that 
they did not want to contain. They were proclaiming in various languages about “the mighty 
acts of God” for the benefit of the human family. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit equips 
and empowers us to proclaim the mighty acts of God. 
 

GOD IS REDEEMING US FROM SIN AND DEATH 
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we proclaim that God is redeeming us from sin and death. God 
refused to abandon us to sin and death when we were corrupted by its influence.  God 
chooses to show His love for us by sharing in our humanity, including our joys and sorrows, 
even experiencing death (cf. Hebrews 12:5-18). Christ did not die on the cross so that we 
can excuse sin in our lives. Christ has died on the cross and risen from the dead to empower 
us to overcome sin. 
 

In the Gospel reading, Jesus appears even though the doors were locked (cf. John 20:19). He 
has a glorified body that is not bound by the limits of time and space. Cooperating with God, 
we can overcome anything that would prevent us from living according to our great dignity 
and glorious destiny. Authentic joy is experienced by wanting what our loving God wants 
for us. Saint John writes, “For the love of God is this, that we keep his commandments.  And 
his commandments are not burdensome, for whoever is begotten by God conquers the 
world” (1 John 5:3-4). 
 

GOD IS RECONCILING US TO HIMSELF AND TO ONE ANOTHER 
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we proclaim that God is reconciling us to Himself and to one 
another. Jesus breathed on the Church and said, “‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  Whose sins you 
forgive are forgiven them, and whose sins you retain are retained’” (John 20:22-23). The 
Gospel message is clear. Christ has decided to forgive sins through the ministry of the 
Church. The Sacrament of Reconciliation is an Easter gift from Christ to us.3   

 

As recipients of this sacramental grace, Christ calls us to be signs of His love and mercy to 
others. In the Gospel reading,  Jesus said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so 
I send you’” (John 20:21). The peace that Jesus provides offers salvation, heals the wounds 
of sin and division, and establishes justice. 
 

Last Monday, on a street in Minneapolis, Minnesota, Officer Derek Chauvin’s knee was on 
Mr. George Floyd’s neck for almost nine minutes. For about three of those minutes, Mr. 
Floyd did not have a pulse.4 
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Every day, our parish offers a petition during Holy Mass for those who are deployed in 
harm’s way to provide safety, medical care, and other necessary services. We pray that they 
will be protected as they persevere as they serve others. 
 

What kind of service was being rendered on Last on a Minneapolis street? With a knee 
applied to the neck of a handcuffed man. It was not in the service to protect the public. It 
was murder. 
 

How will we spend the countless minutes in the aftermath of this murder? What will change 
in our spheres of influence? Attempts are being made to stop the high jacking of the protests 
by anarchists from the right and the left. But we cannot dismiss the calls for justice for Mr. 
Floyd.   
 

On the first Christian Pentecost, there were Jews and God-fearing Gentiles from North 
Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and Southern Europe (Acts 2:7-11). God has created a world 
with many cultures and ethnicities to live in harmony. God invites our cooperation. You 
cannot be silently against racism. It has not worked in the past. It will never work. 
 

Forgiveness and reconciliation will not heal the wounds of alienation unless we 
acknowledge that these wounds exist. This centuries-old pandemic of racism must be 
mitigated and eradicated. 
 

GOD IS RAISING US TO NEW LIFE 
 

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we proclaim that God is raising us to new life. The Lord enables 
us to live a fruitful life on earth that will continue through death into everlasting life. The 
Easter season is an opportunity for God to raise our expectations about what God can 
accomplish in us as we live according to His teaching. Whether the results of doing so are 
experienced immediately or gradually. 
 

Once again, I praise God and I thank you for the ways that you have been practicing your 
faith during these eleven weeks of quarantine. In addition to the examples that I have given 
previously, I want to thank the Confirmation Class. They were supposed to be confirmed 
today at Noon. Now it is postponed. 
 

However, under the leadership of our Director of Faith Formation, Mrs. JoAnn Harvan-Chin, 
they did not postpone their preparation for this sacrament. They continued to meet via 
video conference. Now they are continuing their formation through a Bible Study twice a 
month. They are inviting their peers to join them.   
 

They know that when they will eventually receive this sacrament, it will be their 
participation in Pentecost. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church states, “It gives us a 
special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith by word and action as true 
witnesses of Christ, to confess the name of Christ boldly. and never to be ashamed of the 
Cross.”5 
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This is what it means to be victorious. We are never ashamed of our identity in Christ and 
our inheritance from Christ. These mighty works of God give us a joy that we cannot contain. 
We want others to share in this joy. 
 
Reverend Raymond Lee Harris, Jr., Holy Family Church, 9531 Liberty Road, Randallstown, Maryland 21133. All 
rights reserved, 2020. 
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