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REMANING RESOLUTE IN OUR FAITH 
Part 1: Believing In Christ 

 

Father Raymond Harris 
Homily prepared for delivery. 

Part of the series, “Victorious: Risen with Christ” 
 

Holy Family Church 
Randallstown, Maryland 

 

Second Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
Holy Mass at 10:00 am – April 19, 2020 

 

Acts of the Apostles 2:42-47  +  Psalm 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-23 
1 Peter 1:3-9  +  John 20:19-31 

 

 

BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST 
 

The theme of my homily series during the Easter season is “Victorious: [We are] Risen with Christ.” 
It may not feel that way as you are stuck at home; or struggling with anxiety, loss of income or 
employment; or putting your lives at risk on your job. However, we share in the victory of Christ 
through Holy Baptism. 
 

I want to emphasize what I preached last Sunday. The fact that we have been baptized describes 
an ongoing reality and not just a past event (Catechism of the Catholic Church [hereafter, Catechism] 
##1272-1274). Through Holy Baptism, we share in the death of Christ on the cross. As Christ has 
died for our sins, we must reject any invitation to sin and repent for those times in which we had 
accepted it. Through Holy Baptism, we share in the resurrection of Christ from the dead. As Christ 
rose from the dead to the glory of God the Father, we rise to glorify God by our lives (cf. Romans 
6:3-11). 
 

In addition, the divine gifts of faith, hope, and love are poured into our lives through Holy Baptism 
(Catechism ##1266; 1812-1829). In our Parish Prayer During a Pandemic, we ask the Lord to help 
us to worship Him by continuing “to receive [His] gifts of faith, hope, and love” 
(www.holyfamilyrandallstown.org/wepray). God’s grace  strengthens our faith in God, our hope in 
His promises, and our love for His will. 
 

PROFESSING FAITH IN CHRIST 
 

For the next two Sundays, I will reflect on the gift of faith. Faith enables us to believe in God, 
accepting what He has revealed through His Church since God is truth (Catechism #1814; cf. John 
14:6). 
 

Today’s reading from the Acts of the Apostles gives a summary of the bonds which united the early 
Church and continues to unite the Church until the end of time. They are the profession of one faith 
in response to the teaching of the Apostolic leadership. This is the basis for sharing in the same 
worship, including the sacramental life. All of which deepens our love for God and for one another 
(cf Acts 2:42-47; Catechism #815). 
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The Gospel reading tells us that on the first Easter Sunday evening—over fifty days before the 
events described in the First Reading—the Lord Jesus appeared to a less confident Church. They 
were gathered in a locked room, but Jesus did not have to unlock the door. He has a glorified Body 
which is not limited to time and space.  However, the wounds of His crucifixion were still visible 
on His Body. As the Lord Jesus showed them His wounds, He said, “‘Peace be with you’” (John 
20:19). 
 

God shows that His love cannot be overcome by anything, even the marks of rejection. The “peace” 
that the Lord Jesus offers is liberation from sin and death. The “peace” that the Lord Jesus offers is 
a way of life that is based upon the truth that He reveals. 
 

Jesus offers those words of peace to us during this period in which we are not able to gather in 
church buildings. There is suffering due to limited access to Holy Mass and the sacraments. We 
recognize their great importance to our lives. 
 

During the seasons of suffering that we experience, there is a general choice that forms the 
perspective from which we will deal with it. We can become embittered. Or we can use the 
experience to make us stronger persons. 
 

Yes. There is limited access to Holy Mass and the sacraments, but the grace of God has not been 
suspended.  God continues to engage in personal encounters with us. We do not have limited access 
to prayer; and to watch and worship during Holy Mass and devotions through livestream and other 
media sources. There is unlimited access to the Bible and the Catechism. There is unlimited access 
to encourage each other in the Lord; to engage in works of mercy such as checking in on your 
neighbors and fellow parishioners; among other things. 
 

We cannot allow the enemy of our souls to use this situation to discourage us. The enemy wants us 
to focus on what we cannot do and ignore God’s invitations to engage in what we can do. 
 

During my extended illness in 2011, there were times in which I was not strong enough to offer 
Holy Mass in my hospital room or at my mother’s house. But I did not think that I was closed off to 
God’s grace. 
 

This trial is only for a season. It is designed to prevent more suffering from COVID-19. Listen to the 
testimonies of patients, grieving loved ones, exhausted medical personnel, and others. This is 
necessary. It is only for a season. 
 

The grace of God is still available to strengthen, heal, console, and liberate. God is giving us help 
right now to ensure that we will not suspend the exercise of our faith, our hope, and our love. 
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