
Reverend Raymond Lee Harris, Jr. All rights reserved, 2020.                                                                                                                                   1 

 
 

REMANING RESOLUTE IN OUR FAITH 
Part 2: Belonging to the Church 

 

Father Raymond Harris 
Homily prepared for delivery. 

Part of the series, “Victorious: Risen with Christ” 
 

Holy Family Church  
Randallstown, Maryland 

 

Third Sunday of Easter 
Holy Mass at 10:00 am – April 26, 2020 

 

Acts of the Apostles 2:14,22-33  +  Psalm 16:1-2,5, 7-11 
1 Peter 1:17-21  +  Luke 24:13-35 

 

 

PROFESSING FAITH IN CHRIST 
 

“Then the two recounted what had taken place on the way and how he was made known to them 
in the breaking of bread” (Luke 24:35). The New Testament phrase, “the breaking of bread,” 
describes the celebration of the Eucharist (cf. Acts 2:42). Our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the 
sacraments to enable us to experience His presence in a  tangible way. Under the appearance of 
bread and wine, the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Christ is truly present in the Eucharist. 
Nourished with divine Life, we live with gratitude for being children of God, disciples of Christ, and 
temples of the Holy Spirit. 
 

In our Parish Prayer during a Pandemic, “We offer [to God] the sacrifice of the suspension of public 
Holy Mass. We unite ourselves with priests and bishops who are offering Holy Mass daily” 
(www.holyfamilyrandallstown.org/wepray). 
 

This sacrifice has increased your longing to worship the Lord Jesus during Holy Mass in person.  
During a video conference meeting with Archbishop Lori and the priests serving in Baltimore 
County, I heard our Archbishop’s longing for that to happen. Your priests also long for it. 
 

This is the update from the Archdiocese of Baltimore that I received yesterday. “The Archdiocese 
is working with the dioceses in Delaware, Virginia, Washington, D.C., and West Virginia to create 
one common plan for reopening the Church, in accordance with the civil guidance in those 
jurisdictions. The plan will include multiple phases to reflect the reality that reopening must be 
gradual to ensure the safety of everyone, given that there will continue to be risks posed by the 
virus until there is a vaccine” (received via email on April 25, 2020). 
 

Yes, there are still challenges and unknowns to deal with. Our parish campus is in the 21133 zip 
code area. Last Wednesday, the Baltimore County Executive reported that this zip code  has the 
highest concentration of COVID-19 cases in the county (www.baltimoresun.com/coronavirus/cng-
co-to-outbreaks-testing-site-20200422-b7tyi3io5bewzhuzf2mroqal44-story.html).  
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This pandemic has directly affected our parish community, not just in Randallstown but in other 
communities where our parishioners live. Many parishioners are providing medical care and other 
essential services. 
 

Yet, we are victorious because we are risen with Christ. Through Holy Baptism, we are immersed 
into the very life of God. God is near to us, whether we recognize it or not. 
 

PROFESSING THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH 
 

We celebrate the great victory of our God because of the testimony of those women and men who 
saw the Risen Lord. He has a glorified Body that was not limited by time or space. They ate and 
drank with Him. They touched His wounds. They understood that which tried to defeat Him on the 
cross was overwhelming defeated by Him in His resurrection.  
 

This conviction did not shape the Church until they accepted how the Lord choose to reveal Himself 
to them. The Church was founded by Christ, who gathers the people into an assembly of disciples.  
 

CONSIDERATING THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH 
 

It is significant that as the early Church gathered in Jerusalem on the first Easter Sunday, two 
members were about to abandon their commitment to Christ and His Church.   
 

Who were they? The Gospel of Luke mentions Cleopas, but who was the other disciple (cf. Luke 
24:18)? The Gospel of John mentions that, “Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala” (John 19:25). Some paintings have 
depicted two men on the road to Emmaus. Could it have been that it was a married couple, Cleopas 
and Mary?  
 

These disciples who were returning to Emmaus had come to Jerusalem for the annual Passover 
pilgrimage. They delighted in waving palm branches as Jesus entered Jerusalem. They were 
devastated by His crucifixion and death. Now they had doubts about the reports about His empty 
tomb.    
 

The Church was suffering controversy and confusion about these reports. It was too hard for at 
least three disciples to endure.  When the Lord appeared in the upper room on Easter Sunday 
evening, Thomas the Apostle was absent (cf. John 20:24). And Cleopas and Mary had left Jerusalem 
and were returning home to Emmaus (cf. Luke 24:13). 
 

They were debating about whether they should believe in the Risen Christ and belong to His 
Church. Then, “Jesus himself drew near and walked with them. . .” (Luke 24:15)   
 

HAVING FAITH IN THE RISEN CHRIST 
 

Jesus reached out to them with compassion, inviting them to voice their frustrations and doubts 
(cf. Luke 24:17-24). However, Jesus also challenged them to understand who He is, what He has 
done, and what He wants to do in our lives (cf. Luke 24:25-27).   
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If they accepted His teaching, they would experience victory over the power of sin and death. They 
could face every circumstance with the certainty that the Lord is near, working things out for our 
good (cf. Romans 8:28). For that is what He was doing on the road to Emmaus for these two 
disciples. 
 

The Gospel reading continues, “. . . but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him” (Luke 
24:16). We cannot create any expectations of God that are not in keeping with what God has 
revealed and how God has revealed it. Otherwise, we will lose perspective about how God 
continues to draw near to us, walking with us on the journey of life. 
 

Cleopas and Mary were able to resume their active discipleship when they accepted that God will 
do what God has promised in the time God has appointed.   
 

HOLDING TO THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH 
 

The Lord Jesus invites us to take the time to deepen our understanding about what He teaches 
through His Church. These teachings are good for us whether they comfort, console, or challenge 
us. God does not love us any less when we think that His teaching is challenging. 
 

The disciples on the road to Emmaus were challenged to accept the Risen Lord as He chose to 
reveal Himself to them. Only then were they able to recognize Him. After Jesus agreed to share a 
meal with them, “he took bread, said the blessing, broke it and gave it to them. With that their eyes 
were opened and they recognized him, but he vanished from their sight” (Luke 30-31).  
 

After they recognized the Risen Lord, they decided that they must return to Jerusalem, where the 
disciples were gathered under the leadership of the Apostles (cf. Luke 24:33). Jesus had drawn 
near to them, walked with them, and led them back to His Church.   
 

KEEPING FAITH IN CHRIST & THE FAITH OF THE CHURCH 
 

While we are physically separated, we are spiritually united as a parish. We have not suspended 
fulfilling our mission. In our Prayer During a Pandemic, we ask God to “help us to worship [Him] by 
continuing to receive [His] gifts of faith, hope, and love” (www.holyfamilyrandallstown.org/we 
pray), 
 

During this quarantine we continue to find ways to reach out. I reiterate that it cannot be the work 
of the staff and me alone. I appreciate the many ways that you are reaching out to fellow 
parishioners, neighbors, fellow students, and co-workers to inquire about their well-being. Thank 
you for being resolute in receiving the gift of faith. We are practicing it during a situation that we 
have never seen before. However, we have seen the Lord, who continues to draw near to us. 
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